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Box No. I Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on 

E3 the international application in the language in which it was filed 

□ a translation of the international application into , which is the language 
of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4(a)) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2(a) and/br 55.3(a)) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 

1,2,5-9 as originally filed 

3, 4 filed with the demand 

Claims, Numbers 

1-18 filed with the demand 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/2,2/2 as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4. □ ' This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/tigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded . " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to noveKy, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement - 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



2-6,8-12,15-18 
1,7,13,14 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



2-6,8-12,15-18 
1,7,13,14 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



1-18 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V. 



1 



Reference is made to the following documents: 

D2: US-A-3 724 106 (MAGIDSON H,US) 3 April 1973 (1973-04-03) 



2 



INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 



2.1 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 
Document D2 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 
a composite (layer 10 and 12) footwear insole having a front portion for interacting 
with the user's foot at the metatarsal region and at least partly at the plantar arch, and 
a rear portion for interacting with the foot over the heel region, whereby said rear 
portion has at least one layer of gel material (14d) whose plan size is substantially 
equal to that of said rear portion and smaller than the plan size of the entire insole to 
uniformly support the heel and absorb stresses acting thereon, said gel layer having 
an upper surface for interacting with the heel that has no discontinuities to further 
increase comfort. 

Take note of the lip 18, size 1/32 inch (8 mm), which is so small that it does not 
appear to come into contact with the heel. This lip does not form part of the gel layer 
having an upper surface for interacting with the heel. . 

2.2 The subject-matter of the claim is thus not new in view of D2. 
3 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 13 

3.1 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 13 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 
Document D2 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 
a method of manufacturing a footwear insole as claimed in one or more of the 
preceding claims, comprising the steps of forming a front portion (14b, 14c) designed 
to interact with the foot at the metatarsal region and partly at the plantar arch (the 
insole is flat, the plantar arch is not), and forming a rear portion (14d), integral with 
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the front portion (14b, 14c), and designed to interact with the heel, whereby it 
comprises the step of forming a gel layer, and molding it in a special mold (see 
column 9, line 56 to column 10, line 7), substantially over the whole plan size of said 
rear portion and less than the plan size of the entire sole. 

The step of forming a gel layer includes the following steps in D2: blowmolding the 
insole, joining upper and lower surfaces (in a mold) by the application of heat and 
pressure. Thereafter, gel is injected in the cavities. 

3.2 The subject-matter of the claim is thus not new in view of D2. 

4 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 7, 14 

Dependent claims 7, 14 do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of novelty and/or inventive step (Article 33(2) and (3) PCT). 

5 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2-6, 8-12, 15-18 

The combination of the features of dependent claims 2-6, 8-12, 15-18 are neither 
known from, nor rendered obvious by, the available prior art. 
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